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Abstract

We give a survey of the role of the KdV equation in modeling nonlinear waves in fluids and plasma. In
particular, we discuss the history of the solitary wave, and the role of the 2-soliton solution in modeling the
interaction of solitary waves in plasma. We also discuss the Camassa-Holm equation, and the use of classical
formulas of T.J. Stieltjes to solve the inverse scattering problem for the multipeakon solutions.
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