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From The Mussar Movement, Volume 1, Part 1, pages 260 - 261.

With the aim in mind of raising the spiritual level of the poor, of lifting them out of their
degradation, R. Israel initiated a new project on their behalf in 1865 -1869. Assisted by
his disciples and admirers, he established special Bate Midrash for manual laborers and
artisans in several Lithuanian cities. There these classes would congregate, conduct their
services afternoons and evenings, while between Minchah and Ma'ariv they would study
selected chapters of the Talmud, Shulchan Aruch, En Yaakov, Musar works, etc. Rabbis
were engaged for these synagogues, and they were assigned the function of teaching
these subjects and of lecturing on the Sidrah of the Week. Elaborate celebrations would
mark the dedication of these synagogues, and one of R. Israel's disciples or associates
would be sure to take part. He would dwell on the supreme importance of studying Torah
and Musar and would proclaim it the purpose of the synagogue that it be conducted in the
spirit and after the manner of R. Israel of Salant.

Circles for youth and artisans were organized in Germany as well, through R. Israel's
instigation or, at least, with the fear of G-d, etc.' He urged the study of Jewish law upon
girls as well. When informed that Rabbi Dr. Esriel Hildesheimer had instituted girls'
classes of the study of Halachah, R. Israel was overjoyed. He audited some of these
classes, and remarked that he envied, Dr. Hildesheimer the share in the world to
come that would be his in reward for this undertaking.
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