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Rav S. R. Hirsch—
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by
Rav Yaakov Perlow

It is a special mar and a unique privilege to stand in this pw1Ip A%°Ap, in
this nomda nv2, and talk about the historic personality, Rav Samson
Raphael Hirsch. We are discussing one of the o p»1¥ that n”apn planted in
a given age with a certain mission, but not only for his time but for nx3
Yxwr. The xma says in wm17, 772pn AKT PAT 7 IR KA T3 870 7 K
ooy oprIEnw. T1an 1 saw that the Bop>1x of history are few, %32 forw my
71 1, He planted them, He scattered them amongst the various ages,
Yan onvby mwm PR pIse v o Tmsow. To 'i belong the foundations of earth
upon which He established the world. And »*w1 adds mmm %33 pow,
n7apn scattered the op»1x in the various generation, Me» ovp1 pnw n1*ab
Yan 0™pY Lo be a basis, to be fundamental to keep the world going. This is
how our "1n view the role of @’p13 in history. The purpose of a p>72 in his
7 as nYw of the nmawn is to carry out a certain mission.

Close to a hundred years have elapsed since the passing of Rav
Samson Raphael Hirsch. But even in his own day one was able to sense
that Hirsch’s life and his appearance in Jewish History was a special mark
of the mnawn. A 'n Ton, whereby 172pn planted a precious p»1¥ in a certain
society in a certain time and entrusted him with a mission to perform, a
mission that was to rescue and preserve a significant pon of Y70~ %52 from
spiritual death. And a mission that was to leave its imprint on the an
world till the days of mwn.
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Yehuda, former Rosh Hayeshiva of Beth Hamedrash al Shem Horav Shlomo Breuer,
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The historic meaning of Rav Samson Raphael Hirsch is a jewel of
many facets, many dimensions. But its main elements, as the chairman
just mentioned a few moments ago, are really three: his impact on the
people of his day and their posterity: his impact on m1n scholarship, and
thirdly the philosophy of Torah im Derech Eretz. This was the ideo-
logical panorama that enabled Hirsch mwr% 7n amab, to bring the
people and their amn together again and thus return the crown of
German Jewry to its rightful place.

The meaning of Torah im Derech Eretz and the historical chapter of
Hirsch and his times are of course the subjects of two subsequent talks.
Tonight I hope to confine myself 7”va to the Torah scholarship of Rav
Hirsch: Rav Samson Raphael Hirsch the great expositor of 2nazw a7,
and Rav Samson Raphael Hirsch the mo%ma pxa, the great teacher also of
78 yaw 710, In his mind, and in his day I should add, the written word of
Hirsch was surely only a means to an end, a message of light that
communicated the /1 737 to a needy generation in its own particular
language. He opened to German Jews the treasure of 7mn. He taught the
people Jayn "Xw PROR 1 oan, what is it that 7 asks of you, but it is a
century later now, and the mn ™27 that he wrote reach far beyond the
carriers of the German tradition. His scholarship, his 7mn, his teachings,
his m%7a are as relevant for us today as they were to the people of his day.
They are the nbm, the heritage, of an entire 8w %%, For such is the
nature of true amn M3a7, they suffer no boundaries, they are studied by all
Jews, They became an intrinsic part of the sacred Torah library of our
people. The Torah writings of Hirsch are primarily on the no2 of a0
an23w; on the 70 "wan mo=n and the o°%n. We have o°pbn of *>wn that he
interpreted, and of course large parts of the 1170, But a major purpose of
his w1 on wmn, aside from the 2mn, was to teach and explain the 770
75 52w, the @17 and n12%1 and nyraw of all of men 310, and weave them
into the understanding of an2aw min. One does not have to turn too many
pages to discover Hirsch as the xmn%n 17152 *pa the master of b”w, the man
thoroughly at home in o"w7p and mmw, in @7 1o; as well as in the more
familiar 73 270 or ppw e, In teaching the nopwn of nmen, he derives
them from the n"3"1 the details of each separate mg», true to his early basic
premises in the Nineteen Letters that mn can only be understood from
within itself, that we need not or may not borrow ideas from other
cultures and apply them to the Torah. The Torah is self revealing. Probe
its depths. Analyze its teachings. And you will understand its meaning
and its message.
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As a oon 7n»%n, Rav Hirsch was a true n1na 173, an 9173 0Ix as we
think of one. As 211 of a n%np, he was, as he signed himself later in Frank-
furt, a wmpn nmwn 1w, a keeper of the nwitp heritage, As a thinker, he
was deep and original. As a writer he was a gifted artist of language. But
the greatest, the most historic aspect of his personality, 1 believe, was that
of a teacher. He was a 11, Not to individuals, but to many thousands, to
generations of Jews and their descendants. The express purpose of the
270 and the w1 on wmin was simply to teach Torah 7mwYy YN 1My
mwy: to bring to his readers the living waters of anaaw 710 and Yvaw an
7p; to remove the dust of 718> from people’s minds; to bring them
XN XDDYRW, as he calls it in the anpn to the 21im, and blend the xnnynw
anTwY together as one unified system true to the authentic nmwoz. It is this
scholarship of Hirsch, the Torah edifice that he built, wherein lies
probably his greatest wi'm, his greatest contribution to history, Thus in
the wminn w1 and the 2718, Hirsch built the blocks of 72 nvna %3, He
leaves no stone unturned, no n2%7 unexplained, no nopwit unelaborated.
Study for example o wewn ‘e with Hirsch’s wis and you'll learn &3 and
o wR1. You learn 27ma w2 *p7 ™72y 72¥ mIaYR [T KYUER K22 ,RPp K23
and, as we all know, much, much more. But beyond the knowledge of the
n2%n Hirsch penetrates the oyw and the meaning of the 3%, In the o%pos,
for example, dealing with nxp=a a7m and c™umwn nvaw he conveys the
awesome meaning of a ay12w. What it means to take an oath before 'n.
And why 177 n"1 in the "wp is calied by one of the names of 772n> 'n: 27pM
YT NaRY™I 7 1w XY oR B°779KRA YR nean Yya. That by taking the oath, he
explains, one places the whole of his existence before the judgement of
G-d. [t is very interesting, and here again you see the maxa, the mrepa the
m*1a of the master teacher that he was. After the long discussion about
732w and nepna nme Hirsch ends the paragraph 72w 0 wap 151—that his
discussion is based on one of the mnwx1 on xy*¥» x22. This is typical of
him. His exposition of 115%n is fully substantiated, not only from mwi and
X m3, but from &7an7 and My 1w, from the To%% mwn whom he quotes
often, from the Vilna Gaon and from & 82°py 1. His mastery of o”w
NNy NWRT @poIs, is complete, as is naturally to be expected from a
N2 T,

We usually think of Hirsch as unique and different from the
who preceded him, because of the new trails that he biazed in Jewish iife,
because of his historical and philosophical impact. This view, and this is
very important for us to keep in mind, the view that Rav S. R. Hirsch was
something new, this must not om n»Yn detract from his image as a PR3
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o3y from the old school. The 220 305 met him for the first time in 1848 in
Vienna, when Rav Hirsch was the newly appointed Rav in Nikolsburg
and the Landesrabbiner of all Moravia. The 9810 an3 later wrote, oy nnmuw
21 1% wr P30 o7pEIsY DYW H53 IR 13927 PP 1,70 TI2T2 WA AT WK
1% ARPA XY WY KT MY APR ¥ 2K R DY N 0IR%% nIR 3en X7
1nn ammn, To translate, *We talked in learning with the new Chief Rabbi.
He is »p2 in all of zpoimr 07w, We are lucky that he thinks of us (pre-
sumably the Hungarian Rabbonim), as greater o> than he. Would he
only know his own greatness he would give us no rest.”

Undoubtedly, Hirsch must have been a great T»n» in addition to his
natural brilliance. He studied only 2% years at the yeshiva of the 917 7y
from whom he received navmv. And at age 22 he assumed his first na27 in
Oldenburg. Before the age of 30 he had already finished writing the 27n,
which required a complete mastery of the literature of 72%1 and nmax. How
did all this happen? The key to the m%1a of Rabbiner Hirsch, to his nn
m>7a is conveyed in a X123 and a >”w1 in v”¥ PIIID; pR¥® 7 interprets the
P02 in own: 3% 1YY far 2217 nvny Yoy wol and the X122 says Dpna Yny XN
anR oIpn3 12 Ny M A, The person who studies diligently toils here,
and his mn toils for him elsewhere. To which v adds % nammw
PY WP MEOW faKRw Mon R 3 931,770 A9IN Y 17 NoR? anp R nwpan
70 ™21, The ann itself pleads with n7apn that its devoted student be
granted the meaning of 70 and its order, its ™0,

7970 AN 2Py is the sacred WY of »#ws; the meaning of m91n and its
system. Why? Because he bent and forced his mouth over n9n ™27, faxw
1M P9y says the p1on. Rav Hirsch in performing 19%n *npna ox walking
through and working through the nmn statutes in all his writings, he
covered, he taught, he explained all of nmzm 373n. But he was also o»pn
the 7m 9mxn on 12%n *npwna oX: AMin2 o*oay 1w endless toil and hard
work and thus n1 mara, the 7nn itself opened itself up before him. The 7
toiled for him at its source in the nyym bw ~%p it invoked n7apn or, as 7w
tells us, to reveal to him m1701 790 *nve. Without this kind of x»w1 xny»o
it is impossible to imagine the scope of amn knowledge that a busy
involved young Rav in Germany should have been able to possess.

As is true of the "x9w» %17 of all the ages, we see only the fruits of their
labor, their owirn, their o»Pnvn. But the unending ny*» and arduous
devotion invested by them which brought about their m»1 and nn%3n, this
can only be left to our imagination.

And there is another important point which must be mentioned. The



