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The Halachos applicable (0 women’s dress ‘are not
‘1a maiter of added piety, but are explicitly stated in
i the Shulchan Aruch. In addition fo the prohibition it-

;tself awsmmdownmdressmmwmmih'

"Haiacfwz also causes those who look ai her 19 tragss
gress,
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 situation, therefore one should not wear elothes with

i elbow even inadvertently, -

- -——

s foltowing places must be covered: Sides - from the
.p!am where the slamt towand the shoulder begins,
i Front - the 2 front collarbones and downwarnds {atl-
tinclusive). Back - from the first vertebrae of iha back
| downwards {all - inclusive),

:- Problems with necklines are very wsc{f:spread
i One should remember to pay aftention to the posttion
: of the top button of shiris and the widih of the open-

ting of sweaters, knif tops or dresses with no collar,

- i{lt is worthwhile 10 pay attenfion o the opening.

! created from one-button closures in the back of IOW
and dresses.)
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;gDressmg in Accordance W’lth Halacha

falls compleicly below the knees.

' " through {even partially) or knits with hofes and the |
Sleeves: ‘The elbow must be wvnmﬁ in evcrf' like do not cwstitummadequate wwg according |

. to Halacha,
 wide-open cuffs or sleeves that slide up, rwea’nng the

Neckline: The neck itsell can bewcmmd. The . proved by the following Rabbonim (listed in no

‘HaRav Chaim Pinchus Sheinberg, Shlita

{02} 372276 or (03)5706105. This page may be

. 373314 (English G(}PIII&‘) {02)372276 (Hebrew
_copies).
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Skirt/dress length: ‘The knees must be complete-
ly covered at all times, whetber sitting, walking, etc.
- Slits in skirts are forbidden because of pritzus
aven if one is wearing stockings and even if the sliy;

General eoverings:  Clothing which is see-

. The above Halachos have been compiled by
tcam of Tatmidei Chachomim and bave been sp-

specific ovgder):
HaRav HaGaon Rav Yosef S. Elyashuv, Shiita

HaRav HaGaon Rav Shlomo Z, Auerbach, Shlita
HaRav HaG iaon Rav Shanucl HaLevs Yosner, Siilita
HaRav HaGaon Rav Nissim Karelitz, Shiita -

HaRav Haﬁam Rav Yisrcel Ganz, Shiltita
For clarificatibns of the Halachos Jeel free to call:

reprinted or for further copies please call: (02)
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Psak Falacha From Gedolei Yisroel . .
Tznius has been at the core of Jewish life

throughout the ages. The obligation ofthe Jewish - |
_ woman to dress with tznius has always beenher”
- pride and royal signature.

Therefore it Is with deep sadness, thatwe note
the recent breaches in the fortress of tznius; the

appearance in our community of short skirts,
sifts, and too-short sleeves. '

We are obliged to inform you that it is
forbidden for aJewish woman fowear askirt
which does not cover her knees completely.
whether she is stapding or sitting. Slits ave
forbidden. Sleeves must be designed so that
they cover the elhow completely. even when

 the wearer Is in motion.

At this convocation 1 wn 10 Ny they will

bring the message of Tora authorities, specific
obligations and n2'fm 09 regarding tznius

May this gathering awaken us to strengthen
and uphold the glory of tznius.
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We hereby hope to strengthen the handofthe

Rabbonim and school prindpals who stand) up i in -
, protest ‘against this breach.
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It is precisely at this crudal juncture in American Jewish life, when we are all
concerned about the slow destruction - through intermarriage - of Jewish families that
we must strengthen our observance of the laws of tznius. This is the only way to
protect ourselves and our farnilies from the onslaught of the degenerate and debased
life style prevalent in the surrounding culture. Only in this way can we preserve our
status as a Holy Nation whose ultimate goal is to be a beacon of light for all the

peoples of the world.

We appeal to all Jewish women to heed the Halachos of tznius, in the merit of

which we can hope for the fulfillment of the Chazal:
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Rabhi Yitzchok Goodman

Chairman
Rabbi Avrohom Blumenkrantz
Rabbi Dov Bressler
Rabbi Averohom Halpern
Rabbi Yechie] Yitzchok Perr
Rabbi Yaakov Shapiro
Rabbi Nochum Shulman

Rabbi Dovid Weinberger

Rabbi Aaron Brafman
R&;.bbi Jay H. Goldberg
Rabbi Ralph Pelcovitz
Ral;bi Yaakov Reisman
Rabbi Chaim Shulman

Rabbi Moshe Dov Stein
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AN URGENT APPEAL
FRO VA’ ONIM OF FAR ROCKAWAY

The Rambam in Hilchos Deos (Perek VI Hal:1) writes that the nature of the
human being is to be influenced by his environment and by those with whom he
associates. "Therefore, a person should associate with *Zaddikim’ and 'Chachomim’
50 that he may learn from their actions." Many of our attitudes are unfortunately
influenced by the secular society and culture which surround us.

4
Torah Judaism views the human body as the creation of Hakodosh Boruch Hu
and as a vehicle for all that is holy. Intimacy and procreation are sacred and noble -
8o special that we treat the subject with special care.

An analogy has been made comparing the human being to a Sefer Torah - the
holiest object that we possess. The Torah is covered by a mantle and kept in an Aron
Kodesh until the time we read from it, and even then, between "aliyos" the Torah is
covered. The human being - the handiwork of Hakodesh Boruch Hu - has such
intense holiness that it too must be covered.

The laws of tznius engender respect for & woman as an individual and help her
maintain her dignity as a person, rather than an object of lust. The laws of tznius
sncourage a healthy sense of taste, decency and propriety which govern all human
interaction. Human intimacy is the cement that transforms two strangers into living,
life-long companions, committed to each other and to the building of a Jewish family.
The laws of tznius make possible a constructive and harmonious life by creating an
atmosphere of restraint and dignity.

Today, it is obvious to all of us that the erosion of tznius, and its consequences,
has led to the breakdown of marriage and family in the secular st)cxety and has made
terrible inroads into the Jewish community as well. —

The following is a brief outline of some of the more pertinent laws of "Tznius"
as they pertain to Jewish women.

Please note that these laws represent the position of the Shulchan Aruch and
contemporary Poskim.

* Sleeves of blouses and dresses are to reach over the elbow so that the
elbow remains covered at all times.

* Necklines of blouses and dresses may not be exposed below the
collarbone.

* A woman’s dress or skirt must cover the leg over the knee and be of
sufficient length so that the knee remains covered in a standing or sitting
position.
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