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lDressing· in Accordance with Halacha l 
· \ The HaladtOS applicable 10 women•s dress are not Skirt/dress length: The knees must be c.omplete- ! 
' ! a malter of added piety,' but are explicitly stated in Jy coveted al all times, whether silting. walking.. ele. l 
: the Shulchan Aruch. In addition to the prohibili<lll it-: . Slits in skirts are forbidden beeause of pritzus: 
: i self, a woman who does not: dress in accordance Wilh even if one is wearins stockings and even if 1he slil l 
· : Ha/tlcha also causes lhose who look a; her· 10 tl'at!s-i falls eomplecoly below 1~ knees. . : 
. l gress. ·. .· · '. ~era! eoverinp: Clothing ·which is see-! 
': Details of the llala.chos.: . ibrough (even parilillty) or t-nits wilh' holes and 1he; 
! Sleeves: 11-ie elbow must be covered in every :like do not constitute an adequate oo~g according l 
: situation, dler;:-fore one should not wear clothes with . ~o Halacha. . · . : 
! wide-open cuffs or slee.ves that slide up, revealing the, nie above Halachos have been compitcd by 11 i 
! elbow even inadverterilly. · · · . · . team of 'fl!.lmidci Chacbomi.m. and have been ap- l 
: Neckline: ·The nack i1sclf can be w1coycrcd. The . proved by tho foJIOWing Rllbbonim Clisted · in no : 
i following places must be. covered: Sides - from the specilic ard\'lf): · · l 
: place where lhe slant towai-J the shoulder beg.ills. HaRav HaOaon Rav Yosef S. Elyasbuv, Shlita : 
l Front - lhe 2 front collarbones and downwards fall- HaRav HaGaoo Rav Shlomo .Z.Aoorbach Shllla \ 
: indusive). Dack~ from.the first ven~'brae of the b-.ick Ha.Rav HaGaon Rav Sbmucl HaLevi V~cr, Sblila . l 
: downwards (all • mdUS1ve). · • • • · • . ·: 
1 · Problems with necklines are very widespread. HaRav Ha~aon ~v Nissin: Karehtz, '.311llla l 
: One should remember to pay auention to tile posilioo' I:taRav Cha.im Pmchvs Shein berg, Shlita : 
i of the top buteoo of shins and the wi!fth of the open- HaRav HaGa.o;i Rav Y"ISR.71 Ganz, Shl.ita. : 
ling .of sweaters: knit lops or ctre_sses with no ool!ar· For c/11rijicatibns of the llalachos_feelfree to call: \ 
: (It is worthwlnle to pay anent1on 1.o the opcmng. · (02) J72276 or (03)5'10610-?. This page may be 
: created from one-buuoo closures in the back of tops repnnled or.fo_r fartlu;r copws please can: (02) 
land dresses.) . . · · . 373~1.; (E11.gl1Sh copies), (02)372276 a1ebrew 
: . copu:s). 
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Tznius has been at the core of Je.wfsh life 
throughout the ages. The obllgatkmoftheJewfsh 
woman to dress with tznius has alway$ been her 
pride and royal signature. 

Thetei>re It Is with deep sadness. thatwe note 
the recent breaches in the fortress oftznl.us: the 
appearance In our community of short skirts, 
silts, and too-short sleeves. 

We are obHged to infona you tbal: It is 
bhicklen tor a.Jewish woman towear asldrt 
wbidtd.oes not· CO'ff.r lier knees completely. 

~ whether she. ls standing or sitUn.g. Slits se 
ii! 
~ forbidden. Sleeves llllllltbe designed.sou.at 
"' ~. Uley eotrel' the elbow completely, et/ell when 
6 the wearer Is in motion.. 
¥· 
·~ 

· 'ii We hereby hope to strengthen the hand·ofthe 
,<Jr 

. ~ Rabbonlm and schcol prlndpa&swbo stand ut> in 
·. ·!B protest .as,ainst this breach. 

'" 
At thfs oonvocatton :l"JWn 11eo n"'l» they\Vill 

... bring the message of Tora authorides, spedltc 
"' "' obHgat:lolls and ro"m POD regarding tznius 
"-

lrl Mey this gathering awakai us to strengthen 
and uphold the glory of tznius. 
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It is precisely at this crucial juncture in American Jewish life, when we are all 
concerned about the slow destruction - through intermarriage - of Jewish families that 
we must strengthen our observance of the laws of tznius. This is the only way to 
protect ourselves and our families from the onslaught of the degenerate and debased 
life style prevalent in the surrounding culture. Only in this way can we preserve our 
status as a Holy Nation whose ultimate goal is to be a beacon of light for all the 
peoples of the world. 

We appeal to all Jewish women to heed the Halachos of tznius, in the merit of 
which we can hope for the fulfillment of the Chazal: 

c•i::.:oc il•m:iN ,,l<ll ni•,pi¥ c•t:ij m=i:i 

. ,~J'n' ri•nJt c:::n:r::ll 

Rabbi Yitzchok Goodman 
Chairman 

Rabbi Avrohom Blumenkrantz 

Rabbi Dov Bressler 

Rabbi Averohom Halpern 

Rabbi Yechiel Yitzchok Perr 

Rabbi Yaakov Shapiro 

Rabbi Nochum Shulman 

Rabbi Dovid Weinberger 

Rabbi Aaron Brafman 

Rabbi Jay H. Goldberg 

Rabbi Ralph Pelcovitz 

Rabbi Yaakov Reisman 

Rabbi Chaim Shulman 

Rabbi Moshe Dov Stein 
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AN URGENT APPEAL 
FROM THE VA'AD HABABONIM OF FAR ROCKAWAY 

The Rambam in Hilchos Deos (Perek VI Hal:l) writes that the nature of the 
human being is to be influenced by his environment and by those with whom he 
associates. "Therefore, a person should associate with 'Zaddikim' and 'Chachomim' 
so that he may learn from their actions." Many of our attitudes are unfortunately 
influenced by the secular society and culture which surround us . . 

\ 

Torah Judaism views the huma.11 body as the creation of Hakodosh Baruch Hu 
and as a vehicle for all that is holy. Intimacy and procreation are sacred and noble -
so special that we treat the subject with special care. 

An analogy has been made comparing the human being to a Sefer Torah - the 
holiest object that we possess. The Torah is covered by a mantle and kept in an Aron 
Kodesh until the time we read from it, and even then, between "aliyos" the Torah is 
covered. The human being - the handiwork of Hakodesh Boruch Hu - has such 
intense holiness that it too must be covered. 

The laws oftznius engender respect for a woman as an individual and help her 
maintain her dignity as a person, rather than an object of lust. The laws of tznius 
encourage a healthy sense of taste, decency and propriety which govern all human 
interaction. Human intimacy is the cement that transforms two strangers into living, 
life-long companions, committed to each other and to the building of a Jewish family. 
The laws of tznius make possible a constructive and harmonious life by creating an 
atmosphere of restraint and dignity. 

Today, it is obvious to all of us that the erosion of tznius, and its consequences, 
has led to the breakdown of marriage and family in the secular society • and has made 
terrible inroads into the Jewish community as well. 

The following is a brief outline of some of the more pertinent laws of "Tznius• 
as they pertain to Jewish women. 

Please note that these laws represent the position of the Shulchan Aruch and 
contemporary Poskim. 

• Sleeves of blouses and dresses are to reach over the elbow so that the 
elbow remains covered at all times. 

• Necklines of blouses and dresses may not be exposed below the 
collarbone. 

• A woman's dress or skirt must cover the leg over the knee and be of 
sufficient length so that the knee remains covered in a standing or sitting 
position. · · 
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