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R E A D E R S ’  F O R U M

Avoid Tragedy – Buckle Up!Mentchlachkeit
It was with great interest that

I noticed there was a seminar on
summer safety in Boro Park two
weeks ago. I was especially inter-
ested in Dr. Moishe
Wertzberger’s words, since my
son was killed in a car accident
last summer.

First, let me give you a picture
of what happened. This wonder-
ful group of bachurim had
worked hard all day packing for
what would be a great trip to
Maine to do some hiking and
canoeing. They had been taught
all kinds of survival techniques
to protect them on their trip.
One thing some of them forgot —
to wear seat belts.

Tragedy struck. The van lost
control. It rolled. My very special
and very loved son, Gedalya, a”h,
was thrown from the van. Out of
the vehicle, there is no protec-
tion at all. Apparently, the van
hit him and he was killed
instantly. At age 16, his life in
this world was cut off. I wonder
how many traffic deaths would-
n’t have happened had the seat
belts been buckled. Granted, in a
case where the car is accor-
dioned, it might not help, but in
many cases the person is thrown
out, and that’s what seemingly
causes the death.

As Dr. Wertzberger says, “G-d
decides who dies and who does-

n’t die. The point is that we are
responsible to take care of those
things that are in our power.” In
addition, he says, “These are
called preventable deaths.”
Further, “We have the achrayus,
the responsibility, the duty, to do
absolutely everything we can
possibly do to minimize these
accidents [or to minimize deaths
caused by accidents] — which
are the number-one cause of
death among people in their
twenties and younger. And if
these accidents can be prevent-
ed and they are not, then there
are accounts to settle in
Shamayim.”

Apparently, this was
Gedalya’s destiny, but let’s learn
from it. At least let it not be
because of our negligence if,
chas v’shalom, anything happens.
Putting on a seat belt is a very
simple action. Unfortunately, so
many people, especially teens,
don’t see the need for it. Every
day during carpool I see many,
many cars in which precious
children are sitting — and stand-
ing — unbelted. I just saw a
whole van of girls heading for
the country, again unbelted. I
very frequently give rides to peo-
ple, both children and adults,
and they almost never put on a
seatbelt unless I tell them to. We
can also wear seat belts in taxis,

believe it or not. They aren’t any
safer than cars.

A word about blame. I think
we cannot blame the child, the
driver, the camp, or even the par-
ents. The blame lies in the fact
that so many people do not value
seatbelts, and even worse,
teenagers are embarrassed to
wear them. It’s not “cool.”
Because seatbelts are not a
habit, drivers, camp counselors
and parents don’t require them,
and thus children don’t wear
them. My children, including
Gedalya, a”h, have always worn
seat belts in my car. But since it’s
not standard practice in the
world, they often don’t bother in
other people’s cars. Maybe some
of you out there have a solution
to this problem. At the very
least, each one of us can take
responsibility in our own cars.
Simply refuse to drive until each
and every passenger is belted.
We all need to be taught that
there is no such thing as getting
into a car without buckling up. It
needs to be a habit. It’s so easy,
and it can prevent so much
heartache. This attitude can
spread and maybe another
tragedy of this sort will be avoid-
ed.

Mrs. Rosenblatt
Spring Valley, N.Y.

I would like to share with your
readers my gripe with parents
who have a nasty habit of not
returning a phone call to shad-
chanim or even friends who
spend a substantial amount of
time on the phone presenting a
shidduch idea in great detail and
don’t receive a call back!

I am an unofficial shadchan
(no lists, no computer database)
and have tried hundreds of shid-
duchim during the last several
years. Baruch Hashem, I have
been successful close to 30 times.

Anyone that has tried to pro-
pose a shidduch will relate to this
disturbing scenario: Weeks after I
call to propose an idea, with an
absolute assurance that I can
expect to hear back in several
days, I’m still waiting for the
answer.

That’s just the beginning!
Weeks later, I am accosted by
that very same person on the
street for not calling her and ‘not
thinking of her’! I don’t let this
opportunity slip away, of course,
and mention that I have been
waiting for a return phone call for
nearly two months, at which point
she goes off on a rampage about
how I don’t know what she’s
“going through” with the shid-
duch process” and I “don’t under-
stand” the difficulties, the chal-
lenges she faces, the lack of calls,
the lack of good candidates and a
host of other factors... Not for one
second does she realize that SHE
is a factor as well!

I persist. Maybe, I repeat, it
would help if you returned a call
as promised, in a timely fashion,

with an answer and perhaps,
though this may sound far-
fetched, thank the shadchan for at
least taking the time to propose
an idea in the first place!

I treat all my prospective can-
didates with sensitivity and
respect, as is required. I am aware
of the crisis — hence my involve-
ment in the shidduch effort.

But why aren’t parents practic-
ing a bit of mentchlichkeit — not a
very tall order, I think, when it
comes to dealing with shadchan-
im that are relied on by the vast
frum community for their help
and their time. They must realize
that their lack of common cour-
tesy and their ingratitude affects
not only their own child but all
candidates everywhere, who wait
for that phone call from the shad-
chan as if their lives depended on
it. They should be on notice that
this is a very real factor for shad-
chanim becoming increasingly
reluctant to make calls to suggest
ideas.

There is no simple solution to
the shidduch crisis, but a phone
call in gratitude to a friend, shad-
chan, neighbor, co-worker, etc. is
really a very simple premise. The
parent has an obligation to reply
to the shadchan, regardless of the
answer. It takes only a minute.
The concept of “I figured that if I
don’t call you, you would assume
that we weren’t interested” just
doesn’t fly! Did I miss something,
or was there a “thank you” miss-
ing in that sentence?

M.W.
Brooklyn, NY

If You Don’t Learn, You Will Grow

Up to Be a Dummy
By Dr. Yitzchok Levine

On the first night of Shavuos
during the break between
Minchah and Maariv, a father
wanted to learn with his 10-year-
old son. However, the boy was not
particularly interested. The
father said to the boy more than
once, “If you don’t learn, you will
not become a talmid chacham.
You will grow up to be a dummy.”

After Maariv I took this father
aside and, in a friendly manner,
said to him, “I do not think it is
wise to make your son think that
there are only two possibilities in
life — being a talmid chacham or
a dummy. Not everyone is cut out
to become a true talmid chacham.
For those of us who fall into this
category, there are other
respectable possibilities. One can
live a meaningful life as a Jew
while earning a living and study-
ing Torah in one’s spare time. To
suggest to your son that his only
choice is either being great in
Torah learning or being a failure
is not wise.”After listening to me,
the father agreed that I was cor-
rect.

This brings us to the issue of
what I will call “diversity,” for
want of a better word. One of the
most remarkable things about
the world that Hashem created is
the fact that no two human
beings are the same. Each of us

has unique strengths and weak-
nesses, and each of us is required
to live our lives according to the
Torah in a manner that maxi-
mizes our strengths and mini-
mizes our weaknesses. Each of us
has a unique contribution to
make to Klal Yisrael, and it is a
mistake to try to fit all people
into one mold.

In his commentary on Bereishis
35:11-12, Harav Shimshon
Raphael Hirsch elucidates the
concept of the Jewish nation
being composed of individuals
with diverse talents and occupa-
tions, all of whom have an impor-
tant role in serving Hashem.

The people of Yaakov is to
become “Yisrael,” is to reveal to the
nations G-d’s power, which controls
and masters all earthly human
affairs, shaping everything in
accordance with His Will. Hence,
this people should not present a
one-sided image. As a model nation,
it should reflect diverse national
characteristics. Through its tribes,
it should represent the warrior
nation, the merchant nation, the
agricultural nation, the nation of
scholars, and so forth. In this man-
ner it will become clear to all that
the sanctification of human life in
the Divine covenant of the Torah
does not depend on a particular
way of life or national characteris-
tic. Rather, all of mankind, with all
its diversity, is called upon to accept
the uniform spirit of the G-d of

Israel. From the diversity of human
and national characteristics will
emerge one united kingdom of G-d.1

I understand Rav Hirsch’s mes-
sage to be that all members of
Klal Yisrael have an important
place within the Jewish nation.
Some have the extraordinary abil-
ities to become talmidei
chachamim: others are more suit-
ed to be involved in the “mun-
dane” world as businessmen, pro-
fessionals, laborers, etc. However,
whatever one does, it must be
done within the framework of
service to Hashem and Klal
Yisrael.

We need bnei Torah who are doc-
tors, physicists, lawyers, econo-
mists, politicians and public spokes-
men for Torah Yiddishkeit.

2

Based on the above, I would
suggest that a father tell his son,
“If you study, you may discover
that you have the abilities to
become a talmid chacham, which
would be a wonderful
thing. However, if you find that
you do not have these abilities,
then you will have to pursue
other options. But always keep in
mind that whatever you end up
doing, you can live a life that is a
kiddush Hashem.”

Dr. Yitzchok Levine is a professor at
the Department of Mathematical
Sciences at Stevens Institute of
Technology in Hoboken, N.J. He can
be reached at llevine@stevens.edu.
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