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HAFRASHAS CHALLAH NOTE

TTOO TTHHEE EEDDIITTOORR::
Your challah recipe in the Parashas Ki Savo/September 17

issue stated, “This is the measurement of flour needed for
hafrashas challah according to all poskim.” It should have
added “with a brachah.” Much smaller measurements of flour
require hafrashas challah, only without a brachah. 

MMRRSS.. MM.. MMEEYYEERR
BBRROOOOKKLLYYNN,, NN..YY..

CORRECTION ON ARTICLE ABOUT 
REB SHRAGA FEIVEL, zt”l

TTOO TTHHEE EEDDIITTOORR::
Thank you very much for your

informative article on Reb Shraga
Feivel Mendlowitz, zt”l, in the
Parashas Shoftim/September 3
issue. I feel obligated to point out
an inaccuracy. On page 20 the
article states, “Having established
the first mesivta and then the first
beis medrash in the United States,
[Reb Shraga Feivel] feared that the
two months of summer vacation
were liable to destroy his work.”

Rav Mendlowitz did not
establish the first mesivta and beis
medrash in the U.S. He came to Williamsburg in 1921 and
became a rebbi in Yeshivah Torah Vodaas in 1923. Shortly
after he was hired as a rebbi, the principal of YTV left and Rav
Mendlowitz replaced him (see pp. 72-74 of Reb Shraga Feivel,
the biography by Yonason Rosenblum).

RIETS (Yeshiva Rabbi Yitzchok Elchanan) merged with Etz
Chaim in 1915, and Dr. Revel established a high school shortly
thereafter that was indeed a mesivta, as we use the word
today. Also, RIETS was a beis medrash that was founded in
1887 (see “Rabbi Moshe Meir Matlin, Torah Education
Pioneer in America,” The Jewish Press, April 4, 2008, pp. 42
and 91). Furthermore, Rabbi Yehuda Levenberg started Beis
Medrash L’Rabbanim in New Haven, Conn. in 1923 (see pp.
38-39 and p. 44 of The World That Was: America 1900-1945).
All of this occurred before Rav Mendlowitz started a mesivta
and beis medrash. 

PPRROOFFEESSSSOORR YYIITTZZCCHHOOKK LLEEVVIINNEE
DDEEPPAARRTTMMEENNTT OOFF MMAATTHHEEMMAATTIICCAALL SSCCIIEENNCCEESS

SSTTEEVVEENNSS IINNSSTTIITTUUTTEE OOFF TTEECCHHNNOOLLOOGGYY

FREEDOM OF CHOICE IN EDUCATION

TTOO TTHHEE EEDDIITTOORR::
I found your article "The Law of the Land" (Rosh

Hashanah/September 29) to be most comprehensive,
informative and educational. Thank you for this great article
among many others.

With regard to expanding our religious freedom, the most
powerful means we have to influence government policy is
the power of our vote. This was never as crucial to religious
freedom as it is now, when the Culture War is a central,
highly divisive issue. 

The most flagrant violation of our religious and individual
freedom is the double taxation placed upon parents who
seek private school education for their children.

Furthermore, the monopolistic
control of the left over education
eventually leads to further
violations. True freedom, as
recognized by all free countries,
and the United Nation's Universal
Declaration of Human Rights,
requires parental choice in
education. A free government
may not usurp the right of parents
to raise their children as they see
fit.

All religious parents yearn for
the opportunity to provide their

children with the best education available, without having to
suffer terrible debt and poverty. This is truly possible - if we
vote for candidates who support school choice as a civil
right - just as we have federal legislation mandating equal
opportunity in housing, employment, travel and
entertainment.

Voters ought to know which candidates oppose and
which candidates suport this right and base their voting
decisions accordingly. 

During the 53 years since the late, great Milton Friedman
first proposed school vouchers as the means for applying
the principles of free enterprise to education, there has
never been a more opportune time than now for voters to
leverage their votes for school choice candidates in
Congress and the White House. 

IISSRRAAEELL TTEEIITTEELLBBAAUUMM
CCOO-FFOOUUNNDDEERR,, PPAARREENNTTSS FFOORR FFRREEEE CCHHOOIICCEE IINN

EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONN
MMOORRRRIISSTTOOWWNN,, NNJJ
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ordered him to stop. Confused, Reb Shraga Feivel halted in his

tracks — just inches from the path of a speeding car, which clearly

would have run him down. In gratitude for this miracle, he

named his son Shmuel after his rebbi.

Reb Shraga Feivel’s method of learning

Gemara was to try and figure out on his own

every kushya asked by the Maharsha. If he

couldn’t come up with every one, he would

say it was a sign that he didn’t truly

understand the sugya. Reb Shraga Feivel’s

fluency in all areas of Torah — from the

traditional masechtos studied in the yeshivos to

the more esoteric ones, from the lofty ideology

of Chabad and Rav Shamshon Raphael Hirsch

to the mystic world of Kabbalah, and all the sifrei

Tanach — boggled the mind. 

Moreover, according to Reb Yitzchok

Chinn, his knowledge of history was

phenomenal. He spent half of his dowry to

purchase Zev Yaavetz’s Toldos Am Yisrael, the

Jewish history series written from the

perspective of Chazal. Teaching Jewish history

was his innovation in the yeshivah curriculum,

and he would lecture his talmidim on the need

to know about their past. 

“If I would ask you which came first, the

first Beis Hamikdash or the second, you wouldn’t know!” he’d

chide them with a flash of humor.

Rav Kurshelevsky, a former Rosh Yeshivah of Torah Vodaas,

told Reb Yitzchok Chinn that whenever he spoke to Reb Shraga

Feivel in Torah, whatever topic they discussed was on the tip of

his tongue, as if he were in the midst of studying it. Reb Chinn

said that Reb Shraga Feivel was able to discern the various

threads winding through every sefer he studied. He would

compare the Tanya with the Nineteen Letters of Rabbi Hirsch, for

example, explaining how they shared similar themes and

answering questions in one with explanations from the other.

Shabbosos and Summers

Reb Shraga Feivel was at the beck and call of the mesivta day

and night, six days a week. On Shabbos, he insisted that he not

be disturbed for any yeshivah matter and focused solely on his

family. His daughter remembers Shabbos as the highlight of

her week because that was the only time the family saw him. 

Reb Shraga Feivel spent Friday afternoons closeted in his

room, and his talmidim burned with curiosity to find out what

he did there. One summer, when he was staying at his cottage

near Camp Mesivta, they hid behind his porch, where they

could hear him pacing back and forth and muttering over and

over again the words of the Zohar, “Memalei kol almin u’mesovev

kol almin v’les asar panui manei.”

For Reb Shraga Feivel, Camp Mesivta was the realization of

one of his long-held pedagogical imperatives. Having

established the first mesivta and then the first beis medrash in the

United States, he feared that the two months of summer

vacation were liable to destroy all his work. Bachurim were too

involved in their studies during the year to

contemplate going out into the world, but

during the long, idle days of summer, the

outside world enticed them, and the camp

provided an antidote. 

When Camp Mesivta opened in 1937, Reb

Shraga Feivel purchased a bungalow a few

minutes away in order to be available for

emergencies. An “emergency” could mean

anything, including helping flick chickens for

the kitchen staff early Friday morning.

Understanding His
Students

Reb Shraga Feivel understood the

nature of the American bachur instinctively.

He explained once that just as there is a

revealed Torah and a hidden one, nigleh and

nistar, there are also “revealed” Jews and

“hidden” ones. He recognized that the

American bachur was likely to have the

analytical mind of the Lithuanian, the warm nature of the

Pole, the precision in mesorah of the Hungarian — and, to top

it off, the refreshing straightforwardness of the American. 

First and foremost, they had to be introduced to the joys

of Torah study. Reb Shraga Feivel sent his envoys from one

city to the next to bring back to the yeshivah busloads of

Jewish boys, ostensible to “have a good time” in New York.

He took them to the various Rebbes and Gedolim who lived

in Williamsburg so that they would “get a taste of real

Yiddishkeit.” Most of these visitors eventually made their

way back to New York to learn in his yeshivah, among them

many who are the Gedolim of today.

Another one of Reb Shraga Feivel’s projects was opening

Bais Yaakov. When Rebbetzin Vichna Kaplan started the

first class, two of Reb Shraga Feivel’s daughters were in it.

He encouraged Reb Boruch Kaplan, who was teaching in

Torah Vodaas in the morning and collecting for Bais Yaakov

in the afternoon, to make one or the other his full-time

occupation. On the advice of Harav Aharon Kotler, zt”l, Reb

Boruch dropped his job with the mesivta and went to work

full time for Bais Yaakov.

Much of the material for this article is based on the tapes of Rabbi

Yitzchok Chinn, one of Reb Shraga Feivel’s closest talmidim. Decades after

Reb Shraga Feivel’s passing, he would say at least once a week a tefillah

from the Yesod V’shoresh Haavodah, which Reb Shraga Feivel had said

should be recited for a person one still considers his rebbi. 

H
arav Nesanel Quinn, zt”l, was a

very close talmid of Harav Shraga

Feivel Mendlowitz and was chosen his

successor as menahel of the mesivta.

The talmidim of Yeshivah Torah

Vodaas were privileged to learn from

him, to be able to observe him, and to

hear him quote the words of his rebbi as

if they had been pronounced the day

before. 

A close talmid once asked Rav Quinn

how he managed to cope after Reb

Shraga Feivel’s petirah. He looked him

in the eye and said, “Who says I ever

got over it?”

Rav Quinn once said, “Before Reb

Mendlowitz came to the yeshivah, a

depressing atmosphere reigned

[reflecting the attitude of the street].

When Reb Mendlowitz came to the

yeshivah, that changed. He infused the

yeshivah with simchah.” 

The truth is that American Jewry

was declining in those days before

World War II. Yidden were

embarrassed by their Yiddishkeit and

sought to hide it. They sent their

children to public school during the

day and to the local Talmudei Torah

for an hour or two in the late afternoon,

by which time the children were tired

out and uninterested. A product of

public-school education once told me,

“I hated it.” Today she is not shomeres

Shabbos, nor are her children. 

Rav Quinn once related this story:

“When the kehillah in Detroit asked Reb

Mendlowitz to send them rebbeim, he

told them, ‘I will not send my talmidim

to be melamdim for elementary grades.

If you open a high-school mesivta, I

will send you my talmidim.’ He

believed that the future of Klal Yisrael

lay in full-time yeshivah high schools;

and when the Detroit kehillah opened a

mesivta, he sent them two of his top

talmidim, who changed the face of

Detroit.”

Rav Quinn often quoted Reb Shraga

Feivel as saying, “I don’t expect my

bachurim to know the entire Shulchan

Aruch in their youth. I do, however,

expect them to absorb from the

yeshivah the ruach haTorah, the spirit of

the law” — to know intuitively

whether something was in line with

the ideals they had been taught.

Once, when Rav Quinn gave a shiur

on Mishlei, a number of talmidim came

armed with notebooks and pens, ready

to record everything he said. He

stopped them and said, “When the

rebbi, Reb Mendlowitz taught Navi, he

told the bachurim not to write down

what they heard. Instead, he quoted to

them the passuk ‘Kosveihem al luach

libecha — inscribe them onto your

hearts.’ The bachurim then went and

bought small volumes of Neviim and

reviewed the shiur on the buses and

By Rabbi A. Margolin

The Mesorah Lives On
Through His Students 

Although the stamp of Harav Shraga Feivel Mendlowitz, zt”l, is deeply engraved in virtually

every yeshivah in North America today, his influence on Mesivta Torah Vodaas is so strong that

his words and teachings still reverberate in its hallowed halls. Following is a collection of stories

and vertlach that a contemporary talmid recorded for the benefit of Hamodia’s readers.

Harav Gedalia Schorr, zt”l, in his

younger years, in front of the Torah

Vodaas building in Williamsburg.

Harav Nesanel Quinn, zt”l.


